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February Meeting:

John VVenables,

Wednesday, February 14th, 6:00 - 9:00 PM
Headquarters House, 2336 15th Ave. S., Seattle

C ome on down, have a nice Pasta dinner with your
good friends on Saint Valentine’s day. Here is a
perfect venue, no crowds and no waiting, surrounded by
friends in a cozy atmosphere. After we’re done eating,
we’ll pull up our chairs and listen to John Venables. The
topic he chose to share with us is the legacy of the Etrus-
cans.

Remember to call in your reservation for dinner on our
hotline (206) 320-9159, by 5pm on Monday, February
the 12th!

February ltalian
Meeting:
Nello Addabbo

Wednesday, February 28, 7:00 - 9:00PM
Headquarters House, 2336 15th Ave. S., Seattle

Aniello Addabbo, or Nello as most people
call him will be talking about the festival
in Vallo Della Lucania, Campania, which cele-
brates San Pantaleone, their patron saint. Nello is
the proprietor of an elegant Seattle beauty salon,
Via Solferino. He will be speaking in Italian, so
for those of you who need to practice listening to
Italian, this native speaker is just the thing.

January Meeting:
Emilio Fonzo’s talk was

Cancelled due to
REALLY bad weather!

We’ve rescheduled him for September 2007, as

we do not want to miss out on the opportunity

to hear his presentation.

Our heartfelt apologies to any of you who actu-

ally showed up that night only to discover that the
meeting had been cancelled! If you braved frightening
weather to get to headquarters house you are made of
sterner stuff than most of us. However, as a result of
this non-event, we are preparing an emergency plan,
which will be accessible soon on our website at http://
www.dante.seattle.org/DAS/alert.html



Upcoming Events

From the President's Desk

February English Program
John Venables

Wednesday, February 14th I’d like to start by expressing my thanks to the Board, coun-
7:30—9:00 pm selors and committee chairs that have already done so much for
(Pre-Dante pasta 5:30-7) Dante this year. Kudos especially to those who either managed to
Headquarters House get to the snowy English meeting in January or helped get the word

out that the meeting was being cancelled. We did a yeoman’s job
under the circumstance, but we can do better next time. So an
emergency preparedness policy will be published in the La Voce

February Italian Program

Nello Addabbo
Wednesday, February 28th

7:30—9:00 pm and on the web site so you will know what to expect.
Headquarters House The Board had its first meeting for 2007 on January 22.
We’ve got some wonderful things in store for you and lots of ideas
March English Program for things we may not get to do for a while — simply not enough
Seneca Garber open dates on the calendar. Since our Program and Pre-Dante
Wednesday, March 14th Pasta committees have done such a wonderful job planning the
7:30—9:00 pm meetings for the rest of the year, we are now looking to next year
(Pre-Dante pasta 5:30-7)
Headquarters House gnd beyond. We talked about ways we could engage more of you
in helping to lead the club, and we thought you might like to hear
March Italian Program some of the reasons we like serving on the Board:
Nicoletta Machiavelli
Wednesday, March 28th + We meet interesting people, including speakers and other mem-
7:30—9:00 pm bers

Headquarters House « We are decisive and efficient, and we take care of business

U e g someting o int
Monday, February 26 ¢ . .
7:00-8:30pm + We get to know the members better by working with them
Faerland Terrace—1421 Minor Ave « We can help change things that need changing
+ We can be creative and bring new ideas

There are others, too, and if you’d like to know more, spend
some time chatting with someone who is currently serving. We
meet once a month (September through May) at Faerland Terrace
on First Hill. They graciously provide us a lovely room in which to

'_t.J:‘]ﬁ meet, free parking in their lot and coffee and tea. Lest you think
you will be trapped for hours, take comfort that we pride ourselves
tal on following a tight agenda and we have a very strong commitment
Y to starting and ending the meetings on schedule — we respect your

time. You might be surprised how efficient we can be. If you’d

Market and Trattoria like to check us out, remember that all Board meetings are open to

Specialty Foods Pasta the entire membership and we would love to have you join us.
Imported Meats Garlic A presto,
Cheeses Giftware
Olive Oils Wines Donna l’ip:»@
...and more!
Dine In or Take Out

(360) 435-3133
318 N Olympic Avenue 98223




Daniele Di Lodovico—The Suitcase Project

aniele Di Lodovico isn’t your typical -
University of Washington Grad .- =~ -

student. He carries an art show around in a
suitcase.
After Daniele finished his undergraduate
degree at the University in Perugia, he
wrote letters to artists and enclosed in each
envelope 3 pieces of fine Fabriano paper
with the instructions to make them into
works of art and to send them back to him.
Daniele then chose one out of each three —— =
that were returned to him, framed them, and
had his first exhibit. The first show ' '
contained works from Italian and American
artists. He went on to Israel, Poland,
Denmark and New York, making new
friends everywhere, and assembling a Design by Jim Osman— Suitcase project
wonderful little collection of post-card
shaped pieces of art. He mentioned that each piece he received was unique, but art from different countries
had different flavors as well. Israel for example was very political and stark.

Daniele expressed the excitement of opening up each new package from another artist; because inside
each was a new and unique treasure. His joy and passion for the Suitcase project was contagious and we all
hoped there would be an exhibition here in Seattle before Daniele goes back to Italy.

Little Italy Field Trip

By Louise Picardo Hundertmark

property evaluation in one of Arlington’s growing neighborhoods mandated a stop in the quaint down-

town. We found La VVoce advertiser Little Italy, Italian Market and Trattoria, just in time for lunch.
Stepping through the “60s storefront we thought we were in my cousin’s cantina! The Italian-style plaster
walls warmed the cold, dark afternoon. Family photos from the early 20" century bordered the space.

Walking across the marbleized floor, we notice it is really a faux-finish in reds and greens ---authentic Italy!

A front corner of the shop has ceramic ware, linens, packaged foods, copperware, terra cotta, and typically
Italian goods. | found tapestry throws difficult to resist. They are woven in Italian technique in the Carolinas,
yet cost little more than those seen in craft shops. A magazine called ITALIA (Tastes of) advertised many
shops around the country which carry the publication—L.ittle Italy the only WA store listed. It is filled with 56
recipes, including professional chefs’ holiday recipes.

At the back of the shop, a menu board featured the daily specials—Fresh Mozzarella, Roma Tomatoes and
Basil Pesto Panini, or Penne Pasta with Gorgonzola, but we chose a half Prosciutto, Fresh Mozzarella, Basil
Pesto and Roma Tomatoes with a side Caesar—still took home part of the Panini! The menu includes many
choices for lunch, early dinner, or just dolce and espresso. Take out is available, but we chose to dine at the
tables clustered around a front window—surrounded by pots, chandeliers, and weathervanes, to fully remind
the senses of Italy’s ambience.



SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE FROM

National Italian American Foundation (NIAF)

NIAF has an education budget of $1,000,000 and will award scholar-
ships and grants to outstanding students in the summer of 2007 for use
during the following academic year. The awards will be made on the
basis of academic merit and divided between two groups of students.
General Category I:

Italian American students who demonstrate outstanding potential and
high academic achievements. Area of study: open.

General Category II:

Those students from any ethnic background majoring or minoring in
Italian language, Italian studies, Italian American studies or a related
field, who demonstrate outstanding potential and high academic
achievements.

Scholarship awards range from $2,500-$10,000. Applications for NIAF
scholarships can only be submitted on-line.

The deadline to apply is March 1, 2007.

https://www.niaf.org/scholarships/index.asp
Two Washington residents received an NIAF scholarship in 2006.
They are Marissa Mattarese of Seattle and John Ceglia of Olympia.

IL TRENO

Il treno € un millepiedi di ferro.
Con zampe sferraglianti

corre veloce e tranquillo

lungo i binari,

si nasconde nelle gallerie,

LA LUNA

La luna

e una grande perla,
un diadema lucente e prezioso
racchiuso nello scrigno del
cielo.

Chiara e fredda,
timida e romantica,
nel cielo stellato
risveglia il mio amato.

La luna

e il gioiello piu bello
contenuto nello scrigno del
cielo.

By Giorgia Turchini

10 years old

4" class Elementary School,
Rovereto

accelera,
rallenta, si ferma.

Please don’t forget; your

Il treno membership renewal was due

e un piccolo millepiedi di ferro
che unisce la gente

1 January 2007.

di tutto il mondo

By Daniele Turchini. 10 years old

4™ class Elementary School,
Rovereto

If you joined before September of 2006, it is time for you to
renew. Please use the handy form on the last page of this
newsletter and mail it with your check right away. Our dues
are still $30.00 for individuals and $40.00 for families. Thank
you for supporting the Dante Alighieri Society.



https://www.niaf.org/scholarships/index.asp�

Le Notizie Seattle-Perugia Dante Alighieri Society
Sister City of Washington
Dante "Societa per la diffusione
News Calendars della lingua e della cultura

ultime Notizie Need a 2007 calendar? We have a italiana nel mondo”

. small supply of Seattle-Perugia
M _ calendars. The calendars sell for
e $15, and Dante keeps $5, so sup-
port two great organizations and
get a great calendar. To order,
please contact Dick Crawford

PMB #1244
1122 East Pike Street
Seattle, WA 98122
(206) 320-9159

The Dante Alighieri Society of

Have you space in your home for an ltalian guest? Washington is a nonprofit
corporation organized to promote

Here’s_an opportunity to use a little of your _Italian a_nd to mal_<e_a Italian language and culture within
new friend. In June 2007 right after school is out, Pina Trentini the state of Washington.
and two of her students, 16 & 17 years old, are coming to Seattle Membership is open to anyone
for 2 weeks. They are willing to reciprocate in their own homes, interested in the goals and ideals
in the town of Rovereto, close to the Dolomites and Lago di of our society regardless of ethnic
Garda. They expect to help out in their American homes and to origin. La Voce della Dante is
keep their rooms cleaned. They are learning English now. If you published el'.ghg.“"?es a year by th‘;ﬁ
are interested, please call Mimi at 206 723 1587 or write to Pina Dante Alighieri = Society o

. S . Washington. All rights reserved.
directly: gp.trentini@libero.it . J g_
Donna M. Lipsky

President
Jane Cottrell
Vice President
Nancy DeRocco
Secretary
Dick Crawford
Treasurer

Sam Ciapanna
Past President

German D. Rodriquez
Counselor
Ed DeRocco
Counselor

Clifton Chiu

Dante on the Internet!

e have a website. We have all the
more recent newsletters there
(including this one!), as well as the latest in-
formation on speakers. Our web address is:
http://www.danteseattle.org/DAS
Remember that DAS must be capitalized!

Pre-Dante Pasta

Join us for the pre-Dante Pasta dinner
preceding the English language programs. To
attend the dinner, reservations are required.
The only way to make these reservations is
by calling the Activity Line at (206) 320-
9159 by the Monday before the meeting.
Please remember to bring your homemade
Italian Desserts to finish off this great meal.
Pasta dinner cost is $8 per person, $15 per cou-
ple, plus BYOB, if reservations are received on
the activity line by 5pm on Monday before the
meeting. Late reservations and walk-ins are

A

charged $10 per person and subject to availability.

Counselor

Dave Cottrell
Counselor

Houghton Lee
Counselor

Mimi Torchia Boothby
La Voce Editor
Carmen Fressola Flak
Webmaster

Giuseppe Tassone
Language Program Director




Dante gets posthumous nose job - 700 years later
By Philip Pullella Yahoo News Thu Jan 11, 1:18 PM ET

I talian scientists have made a
reconstruction of the face of
the poet Dante some 700

years after he died and have
found some surprises, particu-
larly about the supposed shape
of his famous aquiline nose.

"It was a surprise for me
too," said Professor Giorgio
Gruppioni, an anthropologist at
the University of Bologna's
campus in Ravenna, the Adri-
atic city where Dante is buried.
Gruppioni told Reuters in a
telephone interview that the
multi-disciplinary project dis-
covered that Dante probably did have a hooked nose but it was pudgy rather than pointy and crooked rather
than straight, almost as if he had been punched.

"We all had our ideas of what Dante looked like. But if this is right, it shows his face was different," he
said. "He looks more like a common man, a man on the street.” Popular conceptions of the face or profile of
the author of the Divine Comedy -- considered one of the greatest literary works of the early Renaissance --
have always been dictated by artists' renditions. But Gruppioni said most were made after he died in 1321 and
many were what he called posthumous "pyschological renditions™ of the way artists believed the face of the
master of the Italian language should look. Numerous "death masks™ purported to be of Dante exist but histori-
ans believe they likely were sculpted after his death.

"No human face could stand having 30 death masks made from it," Gruppioni said. The team of scien-
tists based their work on calculations made on Dante's skull made by Professor Fabio Frassetto in 1921, the
only time it has been removed from its crypt. Frassetto took precise measurements and secretly made a plaster
model.

BOOTLEG MODEL

The current project used Frassetto's calculations and the 1921 bootleg model he made behind the backs
of authorities in Ravenna, who feared a model of the skull would be a profanation. The jawbone had to be
made from scratch because the original was not found in the crypt when a tomb believed to Dante's was
opened in 19th century. The skull was reconstructed by engineers Francesca de Crecenzio, Massimiliano Fan-
tini and Franco Persiani of the University of Bologna at Forli. Reconstruction artists Francesco and Gabriele
Mallegni from Pisa University used computer technology and forensic techniques to simulate muscle with
plaster, plastic and other material. They added wrinkles, eyebrows and even a real burgundy coloured Renais-
sance-style head covering.

"It was the closest we could come to it,” Giorgio Gruppioni said. "We put no expression on the face,
just its form." "When we finished with it, he looked more ordinary, like the guy next door. | thought this would
have caused a scandal but most people think this is more human,"” he said. Dante's bones were hidden by
monks in Ravenna from 1509 to 1865 when there was a threat they could be stolen by agents from Florence,
his home town.



Pelosi Makes History

by Carmen Fressola Flak

n January, Nancy Pelosi became the first Italian

American to serve as Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, the highest post in the House and the
third highest office in the country. In other words, Pe-
losi is two heartbeats away from the office of Presi-
dent. Not only is she also the first woman, she’s also
the first stay at home mother. She did not run for of-
fice until the youngest of her six children was ready
for college. She might even be the first chocoholic so
close to the Oval Office.

Nancy Patricia D'Alessandro Pelosi grew up in
Baltimore’s Little Italy where her father, Thomas
D'Alessandro Jr. was born. The youngest of seven
children, she was involved with politics from an early
age. Her father was a U.S. Congressman from Mary-
land and Mayor of Baltimore. Thomas L. J. D'Ales-
sandro 111, one of her five brothers, also served as
Mayor of Baltimore. Her ancestors are from Naples
and Genoa.

.
A
Diane Spera
Associate Broker P AC I F
Direct 206.228.1760 N
Fax 425,576.9503 REAL ES
Email diane@dianespera.com NET ORK
5914 Lake Washington Blvd. -
Kirkland, WA 98033 www.PacificRE.com

We're Different and We Prove It!

February Board
Meeting

R emember, as a member you are wel-
come! Our next meeting is February
26th, 7-8:30pm. Mark it on your calendar.
The meeting is located at Faerland Ter-
race—1421 Minor Ave, right off Pike
Street in Seattle. There is free parking.
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Directions to
Headquarters
House

18th Ave S

. Headquarters House is located
" at 2336 15th Avenue South in
the Beacon Hill neighborhood
of Seattle. From I-5, take the
Columbian Way/Spokane
Street exit, eastbound. Turn
left at the first light, Spokane
Street and left again at the next
light, 15th Avenue S. After
crossing Beacon Avenue,
Headquarters House will be on
the right side between
Bayview and College Streets.

18th Ave &
19th Ave S

18th Ave 5
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ART AND REGION Puglla By Nina LaSalle

iuseppe de Nittis was born to a family of wealthy landowners in Barletta, Puglia which was part of the King-

dom of the Two Sicilies in 1846. (Eleven years later, after a turbulent era characterized by secret societies, an-
archists, insurgents, revolutionaries, and red shirts of the Risorgimento, Puglia would be part of a united Italy.) His
father, whom he never saw, was arrested for political reasons a few months before Giuseppe was born. At the age of
15, he was enrolled in the Academy of Art in Naples, and was expelled two years later for "defiant" behavior.
"Peppino," a talented and ambitious young artist knew what he wanted, and he did not like the conformist and reac-
tionary approach of the academy.
At 17, De Nittis established the art school of Posillipo and later the school of Resina in Naples. During this time he
painted landscapes of the surrounding areas and his work received favorable notice.
In Europe, the “Ancien Regime” was on the way out and the new bourgeoisie of the city was on the rise. Museums
were replacing academies, making art accessible to everyone; the dealer was replacing the patron, allowing everyone
to own art. The steam engine made travel quicker and easier than ever before, creating access to the modern cities and
a more cosmopolitan traveler. Photography and lithography were changing the way images were seen and dissemi-
nated.
One of the most important innovations for artists, the tin oil paint tube, was invented in 1841. Before this, artists had
to grind their own paints and carefully layer and varnish until they achieved the results they wanted. The tin paint
tube enabled artists to directly apply thick oil paint to the canvas in one stroke, allowing them to work outdoors - in
aria fresca.
De Nittis went to Florence at the age of 21 and joined the Macchiaioli, which derives from the root word macchia,
meaning mark or spot. Some historians believe that this group was the precursor to the Impressionists of Paris.
Many of the founders, like Vittorio Imbriani, fought under Garibaldi for a united Italy, and aimed for a unified Italian
art style. Their philosophy was one of striving for the "effetto”, or impression generated by the whole. They worked
outside from nature by doing rapid sketches or "bozzetti", attempting to capture the overall division of light and
shade. The photographic image may have contributed to their ability to distinguish light and shade qualities.
A year later, and after success with the Macchiaioli, De Nittis decided to move to Paris, the art capital. There he was
invited to be in the first exhibi-
tion of the Impressionists in Na-
dar’s Studio. It is said that De
Nittis encouraged his friend,
Manet, to try open air painting,
and that he introduced Degas to
his passion for oil pastel, which
was not a popular medium at
that time.
In De Nittis’ painting of a farm-
house in Barletta "The Masse-
ria,” we see none of the anxiety
and fast pace of modern life.
Instead, there is a torrid still-
ness, a silence made more pro-
nounced by the use of only two
colors. The scale of the image
is deceptively massive but the = ;-
actual size of the painting is “La Masseria", oil on canvas, 8 x 10 cm
only 8x10cm. The architecture
of the masseria fills the picture plane; it is divided into three sections, with the central portion creating a classical
balance of 5 windows with 4 smaller ones beneath them and two very large openings, like eyes, peering off
to the horizon in the direction that the wheel on the left might roll. This wheel stands out as a singular
round form. Perhaps it symbolizes the socialist “wheel” foreshadowing the peasant revolts of the next cen-
tury. Whether this was intentional or not, politics were not foreign to him. He maintained an association
with the infamous anarchist, Carlo Cafiero throughout his life. When he returned to Naples he painted nu-
merous images of Vesuvius erupting, one in particular of the tragic April 26,1872 eruption that covered




countless villages.

His greatest gift was painting open-air images of the modern
renovations occurring in London and Paris. In these dark and K‘l
somber cities he was one of the few artists outside capturing I"
the demolition and the new construction that was changing
these cities into modern urban hubs. No other impressionist
painted as many cityscapes and with such ability for render-
ing grey tones, and if they did paint any they were certainly
influenced by DeNittis. He had a capacity for expressing op-
pression, rain and its attendant reflections, gloom and fog,
and the melancholy associated with it.

At the age of 38 he died of a stroke, most likely caused by
pneumonia from painting outside in bad weather. One of his
very last paintings, though, is not of the city but of the garden
at teatime on a warm sunny day with his wife, Leontine, and
son, Jacques. It appears that he has just left the table and we
might surmise that he is setting up his easel, beginning to
paint his beloved family for the last time.

Giuseppe de Nittis’ paintings can be seen at the Civic Mu-
seum & Pinacoteca Giuseppe de Nittis, Piazza Castello,
70051 Barletta; open T-S 9-13 & 16-19 Barletta is situated

on the coast between Foggia and Bari.
Copyright by Nina LaSalle

"Place des Pyramides" 1876, 92x74 cm, oil on canvas

IL FIUME

Il fiume

e un lungo sentiero

che scende dalla montagna
saltellando tra i sassi.
Stretto e veloce

si dirige nel bosco,

scuro e ombroso;

calmo e tortuoso

SAM CIAPANNA

Attorney at Law

11418 NE 19th Street

425/454-2347 Bellevue, WA 98004-3030

scende in paese
e chiacchera con la gente.
Poi corre verso il mare

Pacific Food Importers

For all your [alian food needs!

President

JOHN CROCE

Dante Member
OPEN: Tues-Fri 9:00-5:30 1001 6th Ave S, Level B
Sat 10:00-2:00 Seattle, WA 98134
CLOSED: Sun & Mon (206) 682-2022

e sfocia nell’infinito

Davide Prosser.

10 years old

4" Class elementary School
Rovereto



Membership Application

I (We) want to promote Italian language and culture and request membership in the Dante Alighieri Society of
Washington. Enclosed is my (our) check in full payment of annual membership dues ($30.00 for individual,
$40.00 for a family).

Mark one : () New Membership () Membership Renewal

Name(s):

Address:

City: State:

Telephone: E-mail:

Amount Enclosed: Contribution Categories (For recognition stars):
Membership Amount: Bronzo (bronze) - Up to $25
Contribution: Argento (silver) - $26 - $50
Total Enclosed: Oro (gold) - $51 to $100

Platino (platinum) - Over $100
Please return completed membership application with check to:

Dante Alighieri Society of Washington
PMB #1244
1122 East Pike Street
Seattle, WA 98122

If you have any questions, please call (206) 320-9159 and leave a message.

Dante Alighieri Society of
Washington

PMB #1244

1122 East Pike Street
Seattle, WA 98122
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